
High School Geography 
MPS Curriculum Map (03/31/05) 

 
 
Quarter I: Introduction to Geography and 
North America 
1. Introduction to Geography and Geography Skills 
2. Canada and the United States Mapping Lab 
3. Settlement Patterns and Way of Life in Canada 
4. Urban Sprawl in North America 
5. Migration to the United States: The Impact on People and Places 
6. Resource Consumption in the USA: The Cost of Living Well 
 
 
 
Quarter II: Latin America and Europe 
7. Mapping Lab: Latin America 
8. Spatial Inequality in Mexico City: From Castles to Cardboard 
9. Dealing with Extreme Weather: Hurricanes in the Caribbean 
10. Land Use Conflict in the Amazon Rainforest 
11. Life in the Central Andes: Adapting to a Mountainous Region 
12. Mapping Lab: Europe and Russia 
13. Supranational Cooperation in the European Union 
14. Population Dilemmas in Europe 
15. Invisible Borders: Transboundary Pollution in Europe 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Quarter III: Africa, Southwest Asia, and 
Central Asia 
16. Mapping Lab: Africa 
17. The Nile: A Journey from Source to Mouth 
18. Life in the Sahara: Adapting to a Desert Region 
19. Nigeria: A Country of Many Cultures 
20. Mapping Lab: Southwest and Central Asia 
21. Oil in Southwest Asia: Impacts of a Valuable Resource 
 
 
 
Quarter IV: Monsoon Asia, Oceania, and Antarctica 
22. Monsoon Asia 
23. Bangalore: India’s Silicon Valley 
24. Population Density in Japan: Life in a Crowded Country 
25. The Athletic Shoe Industry in Indonesia: What does it cost to 
Make a Sneaker? 
26. Oceania and Antarctica 
 
 
 
Floating Unit: Social Studies Research and 
Communication Skills 
The student will understand how to acquire information, 
manipulate data, develop and present policies, arguments, and 
stories, and construct new knowledge. 
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Geography Alive! (TCI) Chapters 
 

Chapters/Units Required to Meet State Standards Optional Chapters/Units 
(as time allows – or for use with research projects) 

 
Quarter I Quarter I 
1. The Tools of Geography 
2. Seeing the World Like a Geographer 
Unit Two Mapping Lab: Canada and the United States 
3. Where to Live: Settlement Patterns and Way of Life in Canada 
5. Urban Sprawl in North America: Where Will it End? 
7. Migration to the United States: The Impact on People and Places 
8. Resource Consumption in the United States: The Cost of Living Well 
 

4. The Great Lakes: the United States and Canada’s Freshwater Treasures 
6. National Parks: Exploring North America’s Natural Heritage 
 

Quarter II Quarter II 
Unit Three Mapping Lab: Latin America 
9. Spatial Inequality in Mexico City: From Castles to Cardboard 
11. Dealing with Extreme Weather: Hurricanes in the Caribbean 
12. Land Use Conflict in the Amazon Rainforest 
13. Life in the Central Andes: Adapting to a Mountainous Region 
Unit Four Mapping Lab: Europe and Russia 
14. Supranational Cooperation in the European Union 
15. Population Dilemmas in Europe 
16. Invisible Borders: Transboundary Pollution in Europe 
 

10. Indigenous Cultures: The Survival of the Maya in Mesoamerica 
17. Russia’s Varied Landscape: Physical Processes at Work 
18. New Nations from the Old Soviet Empire: Will They Succeed? 
 

Quarter III Quarter III 
Unit Five Mapping Lab: Africa 
19. The Nile: A Journey from Source to Mouth 
20. Life in the Sahara: Adapting to a Desert Region 
22. Nigeria: A Country of Many Cultures 
Unit Six Mapping Lab: Southwest and Central Asia 
25. Oil in Southwest Asia: Impacts of a Valuable Resource 
 

21. Micro-entrepreneurs: Women in Developing Countries of Africa 
23. Demographic Changes in South Africa 
24. Establishing the Boundaries of Israel: The Makings of Modern Conflict 
26. Istanbul: A Primate City throughout History 
27. The Aral Sea: Central Asia’s Shrinking Water Source 
 

Quarter IV Quarter IV 
Unit Seven Mapping Lab: Monsoon Asia 
29. Bangalore: India’s Silicon Valley 
32. Population Density in Japan: Life in a Crowded Country 
33. The Athletic Shoe Industry in Indonesia: What Does it Cost to Make a Sneaker? 
Unit Eight Mapping Lab: Oceania and Antarctica 
35. The Pacific Islands: Adapting to a Life Surrounded by Ocean 
 

28. Waiting for the Rains: The Effects of the Monsoons in South Asia 
30. Mount Everest: Potential and Problems at the World’s Tallest Mountain 
31. China: Challenges of the World’s Most Populous Country 
34. Relative and Absolute Location: What Makes Australia so Unique? 
36. Antarctica: Laboratory for Monitoring Global Warming 
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High School Geography - Quarter I 
Curriculum Map – 03/31/05 

 
1. Introduction to Geography and Geography Skills   

Enduring 
Understanding(s) 

Essential Question(s) State Standard(s) State Recommended Assessment Benchmarks 

● The student will understand the 
value of geography and how we 
can use the tools of geography and 
geographic information to make 
inferences, form conclusions, and 
support decisions. 

● What is the value of the study 
of geography and how can we 
use the tools of geography and 
geographic information to make 
inferences, form conclusions, 
and support decisions? 

 The student will use maps, 
globes, geographic information 
systems, and other databases to 
answer geographic questions at a 
variety of scales from local to 
global. 

1. Students will demonstrate the ability to obtain geographic information from a variety of 
print and electronic sources. 
(Ch. 1 and 2) 
2. Students will make inferences and draw conclusions about the character of places based on 
a comparison of maps, aerial photos, and other images. (Ch. 1 and 2) 
3. Students will demonstrate the ability to use geographic information from a variety of 
sources to determine feasible locations for economic activities and examine voting behavior. 
(Ch. 1 and 2) 
 

 
Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Canada and the United States Mapping Lab  

Enduring 
Understanding(s) 

Essential Question(s) State Standard(s) State Recommended Assessment Benchmarks 

● The student will understand the 
value of geography and how we 
can use the tools of geography and 
geographic information to make 
inferences, form conclusions, and 
support decisions about North 
America. 

● What is the value of the study 
of geography and how can we 
use the tools of geography and 
geographic information to make 
inferences, form conclusions, 
and support decisions about 
North America? 
 

 The student will use maps, 
globes, geographic information 
systems, and other databases to 
answer geographic questions at a 
variety of scales from local to 
global.  (See Mapping Lab) 

1. Students will demonstrate the ability to obtain geographic information from a variety of 
print and electronic sources. (See Mapping Lab) 
2. Students will make inferences and draw conclusions about the character of places based on 
a comparison of maps, aerial photos, and other images.  (See Mapping Lab) 
3. Students will demonstrate the ability to use geographic information from a variety of 
sources to determine feasible locations for economic activities and examine voting behavior. 
(See Mapping Lab) 

 
Notes: 
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3. Settlement Patterns and Way of Life in Canada  
Enduring 

Understanding(s) 
Essential Question(s) State Standard(s) State Recommended Assessment Benchmarks 

● The students will understand 
how regional characteristics affect 
how humans live. 

● How does where we live 
influence how we live? 

 The student will use regions and 
the interaction among them to 
analyze the present patterns of 
economic activity in the United 
States and around the world at 
various scales. 

8. Students will explain the variations in economic activity and land use within the state of 
Minnesota and analyze issues related to land use and reach conclusions about the potential 
for change in various regions.  (Ch. 3) 

 
Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Urban Sprawl in North America  

Enduring 
Understanding(s) 

Essential Question(s) State Standard(s) State Recommended Assessment Benchmarks 

 The student will analyze the 
patterns of location, functions, 
structure, and characteristics of 
local to global settlement patterns 
and the processes that affect the 
location of cities. 

1. Students will describe the contemporary patterns of large cities.  (Ch. 5) 
2. Students will describe the processes that have produced this pattern of cities.  (Ch. 5) 
3. Students will describe how changes in transportation and communication technologies 
affected the urbanization of the United States.  (Ch. 5) 
4. Students will describe how changes in transportation technology, government policies, 
lifestyles, and cycles in economic activity impact the suburbanization of the United States.  
(Ch. 5) 
5. Students will explain the internal spatial structure of cities in the United States.  (Ch. 5) 

● The student will understand the 
consequences of urban growth and 
will evaluate policies created to 
deal with urban sprawl. 
 

● What are the causes and the 
consequences of urban sprawl 
and what strategies can be used 
to deal with it? 
 

 The student will use regions and 
the interaction among them to 
analyze the present patterns of 
economic activity in the United 
States and around the world at 
various scales. 

1. Students will describe and provide examples of the primary factors behind the regional 
pattern of economic activity in the United States.  (Ch. 5) 
 

 
Notes: 
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5. Migration to the United States: The Impact on People and Places 
Enduring 

Understanding(s) 
Essential Question(s) State Standard(s) State Recommended Assessment Benchmarks 

 The student will understand the 
regional distribution of the human 
population at local to global scales 
and its patterns of change. 

1. Students will describe the pattern of human population density in the United States and 
major regions of the world. (Ch. 7) 
4. Students will use the concepts of push and pull factors to explain the general patterns of 
human movement in the modern era, including international migration, migration within the 
United States and major migrations in other parts of the world. (Ch. 7) 

● The student will understand why 
people migrate to the United States 
and what impact their movement 
has had on the United States and 
on the countries they leave? 

● Why do people migrate to the 
United States and what impact 
does that movement have on the 
United States and the countries 
they leave? 

 The student will describe and 
provide examples of the primary 
factors behind the regional pattern 
of culture groups in the United 
States and the world. 

2. Students will use concepts and models of the process of diffusion to interpret the spread of 
culture traits.  (Ch. 7) 
3. Students will describe the regional distribution of the major culture groups of the United 
States (as defined by the U.S. census) and recent patterns of change.  (Ch. 7) 

 
Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Resource Consumption in the United States: The Cost of Living Well 

Enduring 
Understanding(s) 

Essential Question(s) State Standard(s) State Recommended Assessment Benchmarks 

● The student will understand the 
consequences of disproportionate 
global resource consumption. 

● What are the consequences of 
disproportionate global resource 
consumption? 

 The student will use regions and 
the interaction among them to 
analyze the present patterns of 
economic activity in the United 
States and around the world at 
various scales. 

5. Students will describe patterns of consumption and production of the agricultural 
commodities that are traded among nations.  (Ch. 8) 
 

 
Notes: 
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High School Geography - Quarter II 
Curriculum Map – 03/31/05 

 
7. Mapping Lab: Latin America 

Enduring 
Understanding(s) 

Essential Question(s) State Standard(s) State Recommended Assessment Benchmarks 

● The student will understand the 
value of geography and how we can 
use the tools of geography and 
geographic information to make 
inferences, form conclusions, and 
support decisions about Latin 
America. 

● What is the value of the study 
of geography and how can we use 
the tools of geography and 
geographic information to make 
inferences, form conclusions, and 
support decisions about Latin 
America? 
 

 The student will use maps, globes, 
geographic information systems, and 
other databases to answer geographic 
questions at a variety of scales from 
local to global.  (See Mapping Lab) 

1. Students will demonstrate the ability to obtain geographic information from a variety of print 
and electronic sources. (See Mapping Lab) 
2. Students will make inferences and draw conclusions about the character of places based on a 
comparison of maps, aerial photos, and other images.  (See Mapping Lab) 
3. Students will demonstrate the ability to use geographic information from a variety of sources 
to determine feasible locations for economic activities and examine voting behavior. (See 
Mapping Lab) 

 
Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Spatial Inequality in Mexico City: From Castles to Cardboard 

Enduring 
Understanding(s) 

Essential Question(s) State Standard(s) State Recommended Assessment Benchmarks 

● The student will understand the 
process of urbanization and the 
patterns of inequality that exist in 
urban areas. 

● What are the relationships 
between social, economic, and 
spatial inequality in urban 
areas? 

 The student will analyze the 
patterns of location, functions, 
structure, and characteristics of 
local to global settlement patterns 
and the processes that affect the 
location of cities. 
 

1. Students will describe the contemporary patterns of large cities.  (Ch. 9) 
2. Students will describe the processes that have produced this pattern of cities.  (Ch. 9) 
6. Students will provide examples of how the internal structure of cities varies around the 
world.  (Ch. 9) 

 
Notes: 
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9. Dealing with Extreme Weather: Hurricanes in the Caribbean 
Enduring 

Understanding(s) 
Essential Question(s) State Standard(s) State Recommended Assessment Benchmarks 

● The student will understand how 
hurricanes affect the lives of 
people in the Caribbean. 

● How do hurricanes affect the 
lives of people in the 
Caribbean, and how can 
planning mitigate the effects? 
 

 The student will describe how 
humans influence the environment 
and in turn are influenced by it.  

3. Students will understand and analyze examples of the impacts of natural hazards on human 
activities and land use. (Ch. 11) 

 
Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10. Land Use Conflict in the Amazon Rainforest 

Enduring 
Understanding(s) 

Essential Question(s) State Standard(s) State Recommended Assessment Benchmarks 

 The student will use regions and 
the interaction among them to 
analyze the present patterns of 
economic activity in the United 
States and around the world at 
various scales. 

3. Students will describe how the technological and managerial changes associated with the 
third agricultural revolution have impacted the regional patterns of crop and livestock 
production.(Ch. 12) 
7. Students will describe how geographic models can help to explain the location of 
commercial activities and land use patterns in the United States and the world.  (Ch. 12) 

● The student will understand the 
competing interests in the Amazon 
rainforest and the struggles 
between preserving and using its 
resources. 

● How should competing 
interests over natural areas and 
natural resources be reconciled?  

 The student will describe how 
humans influence the environment 
and in turn are influenced by it.  

1. Students will provide a range of examples illustrating how types of government systems 
and technology impact the ability to change the environment or adapt to it.  (Ch. 12) 

 
Notes: 
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11. Life in the Central Andes: Adapting to a Mountainous Region 
Enduring 

Understanding(s) 
Essential Question(s) State Standard(s) State Recommended Assessment Benchmarks 

● The student will understand 
landscapes and cultural 
characteristics are interrelated. 
 

● How do humans influence the 
environment and how are they 
in turn influenced by it? 
 

 The student will describe and 
provide examples of the primary 
factors behind the regional pattern 
of culture groups in the United 
States and the world. 

4. Students will cite a variety of examples that illustrate how landscapes reflect the cultural 
characteristics of their inhabitants.  (Ch. 13) 
 

 
Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12. Mapping Lab: Europe and Russia   

Enduring 
Understanding(s) 

Essential Question(s) State Standard(s) State Recommended Assessment Benchmarks 

● The student will understand the 
value of geography and how we can 
use the tools of geography and 
geographic information to make 
inferences, form conclusions, and 
support decisions about Europe and 
Russia. 

● What is the value of the study 
of geography and how can we use 
the tools of geography and 
geographic information to make 
inferences, form conclusions, and 
support decisions about Europe 
and Russia? 

 The student will use maps, globes, 
geographic information systems, and 
other databases to answer geographic 
questions at a variety of scales from 
local to global.  (See Mapping Lab) 

1. Students will demonstrate the ability to obtain geographic information from a variety of print 
and electronic sources. (See Mapping Lab) 
2. Students will make inferences and draw conclusions about the character of places based on a 
comparison of maps, aerial photos, and other images.  (See Mapping Lab) 
3. Students will demonstrate the ability to use geographic information from a variety of sources 
to determine feasible locations for economic activities and examine voting behavior. (See 
Mapping Lab) 

 
Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13. Supranational Cooperation in the European Union 

Enduring 
Understanding(s) 

Essential Question(s) State Standard(s) State Recommended Assessment Benchmarks 

● The student will understand the 
forces that work for and against 
supranational cooperation in the 
European Union. 

● How do nations balance their 
national self-interest with their 
needs to cooperate with other 
nations? 

 The student will explain how 
the regionalization of space into 
political units affects human 
behavior. 

1. Students will understand the concept of nationalism and of sovereign political states and 
how sovereignty is impacted by international agreements.  (Ch. 14) 
2. Students will provide examples of the impact of political boundaries on human behavior 
and economic activities.  (Ch. 14) 
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14. Population Dilemmas in Europe   

Enduring 
Understanding(s) 

Essential Question(s) State Standard(s) State Recommended Assessment Benchmarks 

● Students will understand the 
effects of negative population 
growth, aging populations, and 
declining workforces in Europe 

● How do nations deal with the 
dilemmas of negative 
population growth, an aging 
population, and a declining 
workforce? 
 

 The student will understand the 
regional distribution of the human 
population at local to global scales 
and its patterns of change. 
 

2. Students will provide examples that illustrate the impact changing birth and death rates 
have on the growth of the human population in the major regions of the world. (Ch. 15) 
3. Students will use population pyramids and birth and death rates to compare and contrast 
the characteristics of regional populations at various scales.  (Ch. 15) 

 
Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15. Invisible Borders: Transboundary Pollution in Europe 

Enduring 
Understanding(s) 

Essential Question(s) State Standard(s) State Recommended Assessment Benchmarks 

 The student will describe how 
humans influence the environment 
and in turn are influenced by it.  
 

1. Students will provide a range of examples illustrating how types of government systems 
and technology impact the ability to change the environment or adapt to it.  
(Ch. 16) 

● Students will understand how 
pollution produced in one country 
impacts other countries near and 
far. 

● What kinds of pollution cross 
political boundaries, what are 
the consequences, and how can 
these problems be addressed? 

 The student will explain how 
the regionalization of space into 
political units affects human 
behavior. 

2. Students will provide examples of the impact of political boundaries on human behavior 
and economic activities.  (Ch. 16) 

 
Notes: 
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High School Geography - Quarter III 
Curriculum Map – 03/31/05 

 
16. Mapping Lab: Africa   

Enduring 
Understanding(s) 

Essential Question(s) State Standard(s) State Recommended Assessment Benchmarks 

● The student will understand the 
value of geography and how we 
can use the tools of geography and 
geographic information to make 
inferences, form conclusions, and 
support decisions about Africa. 

● What is the value of the study 
of geography and how can we 
use the tools of geography and 
geographic information to make 
inferences, form conclusions, 
and support decisions about 
Africa? 
 

 The student will use maps, 
globes, geographic information 
systems, and other databases to 
answer geographic questions at a 
variety of scales from local to 
global.  (See Mapping Lab) 

1. Students will demonstrate the ability to obtain geographic information from a variety of 
print and electronic sources.  (See Mapping Lab) 
2. Students will make inferences and draw conclusions about the character of places based on 
a comparison of maps, aerial photos, and other images. (See Mapping Lab) 
3. Students will demonstrate the ability to use geographic information from a variety of 
sources to determine feasible locations for economic activities and examine voting behavior. 
(See Mapping Lab) 

 
Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17. The Nile: A Journey from Source to Mouth 

Enduring 
Understanding(s) 

Essential Question(s) State Standard(s) State Recommended Assessment Benchmarks 

● The student will understand the 
physical and human changes 
experienced by river systems as 
they flow across the surface of the 
earth. 

● Why do the uses of a river 
vary from place to place along 
its course? 

 The student will use regions and 
the interaction among them to 
analyze the present patterns of 
economic activity in the United 
States and around the world at 
various scales. 
 

7. Students will describe how geographic models can help to explain the location of 
commercial activities and land use patterns in the United States and the world.   
(Ch. 19) 

 
Notes: 
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18. Life in the Sahara: Adapting to a Desert Region 
Enduring 

Understanding(s) 
Essential Question(s) State Standard(s) State Recommended Assessment Benchmarks 

● The students will understand 
how people have adapted to living 
in the varied environments of a 
desert region. 

● How have people adapted to 
living in the varied 
environments of a desert 
region? 

 The student will describe and 
provide examples of the primary 
factors behind the regional pattern 
of culture groups in the United 
States and the world. 
 

4. Students will cite a variety of examples that illustrate how landscapes reflect the cultural 
characteristics of their inhabitants. (Ch. 20) 
 

 
Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
19. Nigeria: A Country of Many Cultures   

Enduring 
Understanding(s) 

Essential Question(s) State Standard(s) State Recommended Assessment Benchmarks 

● Students will understand the 
regional and cultural differences 
that can exist within one nation. 

● Why do different cultures live 
in different regions within a 
nation? 

 The student will describe and 
provide examples of the primary 
factors behind the regional pattern 
of culture groups in the United 
States and the world. 
 

1. Students will use regions to analyze the locational patterns of culture groups at various 
scales.  (Ch. 22) 
 

 
Notes: 
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20. Mapping Lab: Southwest and Central Asia 
Enduring 

Understanding(s) 
Essential Question(s) State Standard(s) State Recommended Assessment Benchmarks 

● The student will understand the 
value of geography and how we 
can use the tools of geography and 
geographic information to make 
inferences, form conclusions, and 
support decisions about Southwest 
and Central Asia. 

● What is the value of the study 
of geography and how can we 
use the tools of geography and 
geographic information to make 
inferences, form conclusions, 
and support decisions about 
Southwest and Central Asia? 

 The student will use maps, 
globes, geographic information 
systems, and other databases to 
answer geographic questions at a 
variety of scales from local to 
global.  (See Mapping Lab) 

1. Students will demonstrate the ability to obtain geographic information from a variety of 
print and electronic sources.  (See Mapping Lab) 
2. Students will make inferences and draw conclusions about the character of places based on 
a comparison of maps, aerial photos, and other images. (See Mapping Lab) 
3. Students will demonstrate the ability to use geographic information from a variety of 
sources to determine feasible locations for economic activities and examine voting behavior. 
(See Mapping Lab) 

 
Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
21. Oil in Southwest Asia: Impacts of a Valuable Resource 

Enduring 
Understanding(s) 

Essential Question(s) State Standard(s) State Recommended Assessment Benchmarks 

 The student will describe how 
humans influence the environment 
and in turn are influenced by it.  
 

2. Students will analyze the advantages and drawbacks of several common proposals to 
change the human use of environmental resources.  (Ch. 25) 
 

● The student will understand how 
the oil of Southwest Asia affects 
their lives and their relations with 
other regions of the world. 

● How does the oil of 
Southwest Asia affect their 
lives and their relations with 
other regions of the world? 

 The student will use regions and 
the interaction among them to 
analyze the present patterns of 
economic activity in the United 
States and around the world at 
various scales. 
 

6. Students will describe patterns of consumption and production of fossil fuels that are 
traded among nations.  (Ch. 25) 
10. Students will cite a variety of examples of how economic or political changes in other 
parts of the world can affect their lifestyle.  (Ch. 25) 
 

 
Notes: 
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High School Geography - Quarter IV 
Curriculum Map – 03/31/05 

 
22. Monsoon Asia   

Enduring 
Understanding(s) 

Essential Question(s) State Standard(s) State Recommended Assessment Benchmarks 

● The student will understand the 
value of geography and how we 
can use the tools of geography and 
geographic information to make 
inferences, form conclusions, and 
support decisions about Monsoon 
Asia. 

● What is the value of the study 
of geography and how can we 
use the tools of geography and 
geographic information to make 
inferences, form conclusions, 
and support decisions about 
Monsoon Asia? 
 

 The student will use maps, 
globes, geographic information 
systems, and other databases to 
answer geographic questions at a 
variety of scales from local to 
global.  (See Mapping Lab) 
 

1. Students will demonstrate the ability to obtain geographic information from a variety of 
print and electronic sources.  (See Mapping Lab) 
2. Students will make inferences and draw conclusions about the character of places based on 
a comparison of maps, aerial photos, and other images. (See Mapping Lab) 
3. Students will demonstrate the ability to use geographic information from a variety of 
sources to determine feasible locations for economic activities and examine voting behavior. 
(See Mapping Lab) 

 
Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
23. Bangalore: India’s Silicon Valley 

Enduring 
Understanding(s) 

Essential Question(s) State Standard(s) State Recommended Assessment Benchmarks 

● The student will understand the 
factors that help developing 
countries, like India, take part in 
the global IT revolution. 

● How are developing countries 
like India able to take part in 
the global IT revolution? 

 The student will use regions and 
the interaction among them to 
analyze the present patterns of 
economic activity in the United 
States and around the world at 
various scales. 
 

2. Students will describe and provide examples of the primary factors behind the regional 
pattern of economic activity in the primary industrial regions of the world.  (Ch. 29) 
4. Students will understand how the transportation and communication systems have 
impacted the development of regions.  (Ch. 29) 
9. Students will describe changes in common statistical measures of population or economy 
that occur as countries develop economically.  (Ch. 29) 
10. Students will cite a variety of examples of how economic or political changes in other 
parts of the world can affect their lifestyle. 

 
Notes: 
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24. Population Density in Japan: Life in a Crowded Country 
Enduring 

Understanding(s) 
Essential Question(s) State Standard(s) State Recommended Assessment Benchmarks 

 The student will understand the 
regional distribution of the human 
population at local to global scales 
and its patterns of change. 
 

1. Students will describe the pattern of human population density in the United States and 
major regions of the world. (Ch. 32) 
 

 The student will describe and 
provide examples of the primary 
factors behind the regional pattern 
of culture groups in the United 
States and the world. 
 

1. Students will use regions to analyze the locational patterns of culture groups at various 
scales. (Ch. 32) 
 

● The student will understand how 
population density affects the way 
people live. 

● How does population density 
affect the way people live? 

 The student will analyze the 
patterns of location, functions, 
structure, and characteristics of 
local to global settlement patterns 
and the processes that affect the 
location of cities. 

1. Students will describe the contemporary patterns of large cities. (Ch. 32) 
2. Students will describe the processes that have produced this pattern of cities. 
(Ch. 32) 
6. Students will provide examples of how the internal structure of cities varies around the 
world. (Ch. 32) 

 
Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
25. The Athletic Shoe Industry in Indonesia: What does it cost to Make a Sneaker? 

Enduring 
Understanding(s) 

Essential Question(s) State Standard(s) State Recommended Assessment Benchmarks 

● The student will understand the 
social effects in developing nations 
that produce low–cost consumer 
goods for export. 

● What does it cost to make a 
sneaker and what are the social 
costs for nations that produce 
them? 

 The student will use regions and 
the interaction among them to 
analyze the present patterns of 
economic activity in the United 
States and around the world at 
various scales. 

2. Students will describe and provide examples of the primary factors behind the regional 
pattern of economic activity in the primary industrial regions of the world.  (Ch. 33) 
4. Students will understand how the transportation and communication systems have 
impacted the development of regions.  (Ch. 33) 
10. Students will cite a variety of examples of how economic or political changes in other 
parts of the world can affect their lifestyle. (Ch. 33) 

 
Notes: 
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26. Oceania and Antarctica   
Enduring 

Understanding(s) 
Essential Question(s) State Standard(s) State Recommended Assessment Benchmarks 

● The student will understand the 
value of geography and how we 
can use the tools of geography and 
geographic information to make 
inferences, form conclusions, and 
support decisions about Oceania 
and/or Antarctica. 

● What is the value of the study 
of geography and how can we 
use the tools of geography and 
geographic information to make 
inferences, form conclusions, 
and support decisions about 
Oceania and/or Antarctica? 
 

 The student will use maps, 
globes, geographic information 
systems, and other databases to 
answer geographic questions at a 
variety of scales from local to 
global.  (See Mapping Lab) 
 

1. Students will demonstrate the ability to obtain geographic information from a variety of 
print and electronic sources.  (See Mapping Lab) 
2. Students will make inferences and draw conclusions about the character of places based on 
a comparison of maps, aerial photos, and other images. (See Mapping Lab) 
3. Students will demonstrate the ability to use geographic information from a variety of 
sources to determine feasible locations for economic activities and examine voting behavior. 
(See Mapping Lab) 

 The student will describe and 
provide examples of the primary 
factors behind the regional pattern 
of culture groups in the United 
States and the world. 

4. Students will cite a variety of examples that illustrate how landscapes reflect the cultural 
characteristics of their inhabitants. (Ch. 35) 
 

● The student will understand 
landscapes and cultural 
characteristics are interrelated. 
 

● How are humans influenced 
by their environment and how 
do they adapt to it? 
 

 The student will describe how 
humans influence the environment 
and in turn are influenced by it.  

1. Students will provide a range of examples illustrating how types of government systems 
and technology impact the ability to change the environment or adapt to it. (Ch. 35) 

 
Notes: 
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Floating Unit: Social Studies Research and Communication Skills 
Enduring 

Understanding(s) 
Essential Question(s) Standard(s) Select from These Assessment Benchmarks 

● The student will understand how 
to acquire information, manipulate 
data, develop and present policies, 
arguments, and stories, and 
construct new knowledge. 
 

● Essential Questions will vary 
by type of research project 
assigned. 

 The student will be able to 
acquire information, manipulate 
data, develop and present policies, 
arguments, and stories, and 
construct new knowledge. 
 

1. Students will demonstrate the ability to obtain information from a variety of print and 
electronic sources.  

2. Students will make inferences and draw conclusions based on information gathered. 
3. Students will demonstrate the ability to use information from a variety of sources to 

form conclusions or make recommendations 
4. Secure needed factual information relevant to making the decision 
5. Students will be able to Identify relevant factual material 
6. Students will be able to sense relationships between items of factual information 
7. Students will be able to access and differentiate between primary and secondary 

sources. 
8. Students will be able to make appropriate citation of sources. 
9. Students will be able to note cause and effect relationships 
10. Students will be able to evaluate materials for bias in various forms: graphics, tabular, 

visual, print 
11. Students will be able to compare and contrast credibility of differing accounts of the 

same event 
12. Students will be able to draw inferences from factual material 
13. Students will be able to predict likely outcomes based on factual information 
14. Students will be able to form opinions based on critical examination of relevant 

information 
15. Students will be able to propose a new plan of operation, create a new system, or 

devise a futuristic scheme based on available information 
16. Students will be able to reinterpret events in terms of what might have happened, and 

show the likely effects on subsequent events 
17. Students will be able to present visually (chart, graph, diagram, model, etc.) 

information extracted from print 
18. Students will be able to identify a situation in which a decision is required 
19. Students will be able to recognize the values implicit in the situation and the issues that 

flow from them 
20. Students will be able to identify alternative courses of action and predict likely 

consequences of each 
21. Students will be able to make decision based on the data obtained 
22. Students will be able to select an appropriate strategy to solve a problem 
23. Students will be able to prepare a creative solution to a problem 
24. Students will be able to state hypotheses for further study 
25. Students will be able to self-monitor one's thinking process 
26. Students will be able to communicate orally and and/or in writing 
 

 
Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MPS High School Geography  Page 16 of 16 


