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GRADE THREE– Social Studies Standards 
Communities, Harcourt Brace Social Studies, Grade Three 
Vocabulary:  advertisement, agriculture, allegiance, amendment, ancestor, anthem, archaeologist, artifact, ballot, bar graph, barter, basic 
needs, biography, border, boundary, branch, campaign, canal, candidate, capital city, capitol, cardinal directions, causeway, century, 
citizen, civil war, climate, coast, colony, communication links, compass rose, competition, compromise, conflict, conflict resolution, 
Congress, consequence, constitution, consumer, continent, cooperate, council, county, county seat, crop, crossroads, custom, cutaway 
diagram, decade, demand, desert, disaster, distance scale, election, empire, equator, export, ferry, flow chart, folktale, ford, founders, fuel, 
gateway, geography, ghost town, globe, government, government services, governor, grid, growing season, harbor, hemisphere, heritage, 
historical society, history, holiday, human-made features, human resources, immigrant, import, industry, intermediate directions, 
international trade, invention, judge, jury, landform, law, legend, literature, location, lodge, majority rule, manufacture, map, map key, 
marketing, mayor, mediator, mineral, minority rights, missionary, mountain range, natural resource, ocean, opportunity, opportunity cost, 
patriotism, peninsula, petition, physical feature, pictograph, plain, plateau, pledge, point of view, pollution,  population, population density, 
port, price, private property, producer, product, province, public property, rain forest, rapids, raw materials, religion, reservoir, resource, 
responsibility, revolution, riverbank, route, rural, satellite, sequence, service, slave, solution, state capital, suburb, supply, Supreme Court, 
symbol, table, tall tale, tax, technology, tepee, time line, trade center, trade-off, tradition, transcontinental, transportation, valley, volunteer, 
vote, wage 
 
   
Strand Sub-Strand Standards Benchmarks Examples  
I. U.S. 
HISTORY 

A. Family 
Life Today 
and In The 
Past 

The student will 
understand how 
families live 
today and in 
earlier times, 
recognizing that 
some aspects 
change over time 
while others stay 
the same. 

 Students will compare family life in 
his or her community from earlier 
times and today.    

 Students will study past family life 
of a cultural group in another region 
of what is now the United States 

 Students will compare technologies 
from earlier times and today, and 
identify the impact of invention on 
historical change. 

 Contrast family life in Mpls today 
with periods in the past: i.e. life in 
the Minnesota territory, mid 1800s, 
during the Depression, the fifties 
etc.   

 Study family life of a culture that 
existed in the past and in another 
region of what is now the United 
States 

 Explore the impact of inventions 
and technological change on the 
pace and scope of historical change   
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I. U.S. 
HISTORY 

B. Famous 
People and 
Events in 
U.S. History 

The student will 
recognize people 
and events that 
made significant 
contributions to 
U.S. History. 

 Student will know individuals and 
groups associated with key turning 
points in U.S. History.   

 Create a context for, and time line 
of, key turning points in U.S. 
history:  George Washington and 
the American Revolution; 
Abraham Lincoln and the Civil 
War; Lewis and Clark and the 
Corps of Discovery; Susan B. 
Anthony and the Women’s 
Suffrage movement; and Rosa 
Parks and the Civil Rights 
movement 

I. U.S. 
HISTORY 

C. Many 
Peoples and 
Cultures 
Meet in the 
Making of 
North 
America 

The student will 
demonstrate 
knowledge of the 
people who 
settled in North 
America. 

 Students will understand that large 
and diverse American Indian nations 
were the original inhabitants of 
North America.   

 Students will demonstrate 
knowledge of European exploration 
and settlement of the North 
American continent and the resulting 
interaction with American Indian 
nations. 

 
 
 

 Using a map designating the 
distribution of Native American 
nations/peoples across North 
America prior to European 
settlement, students will discuss 
the population, diversity and 
viability of these cultures  

 After learning about Scandinavian, 
Spanish, Dutch, French, and 
English explorations and 
settlement, students will predict 
and discuss consequent conflict, 
cooperation, trade, short and long 
term consequences to both settlers 
and indigenous nations 

 
Notes 
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III.  WORLD 
HISTORY  

A.  Family 
Life Today 
and in the 
Past 

The student will 
understand how 
families live 
today and in 
earlier times, 
recognizing that 
some aspects 
change over time 
while others stay 
the same. 

 Students will compare family life in 
at least two distant places and times 
(outside the boundaries of what is 
now the United States)     

 Students will compare technologies 
from earlier times and today, and 
identify the impact of invention on 
historical change. 

 In studying another culture (distant 
time and distant place), what 
factors of family life stay the same 
across place and time and which 
ones differ? Drawing from 
biographies, oral histories, and 
folklore, discuss similarities and 
differences in work (inside/outside 
home), dress, manners, schools, 
games, festivals, stories; etc.  
(Possible cultures: Timbuktu in 
kingdom of Mali, Tenochtitlan of 
the Aztec empire, a dynasty within 
China, etc.)  

 Explore how changes in 
communication affect historical 
change.  What has been the impact 
of television (with satellite 
distribution) been on previously 
isolated communities around the 
world? Changes in farming 
technology – effects of corporate 
farms and global markets on small 
farmers in other countries.  

III.  WORLD 
HISTORY 

B. 
Civilizations 
in World 
History 

The student will 
demonstrate 
knowledge of the 
historical 
development of 
past cultures 
around the world. 

Students will demonstrate knowledge of 
the historical development of at least two 
civilizations in Africa, the Americas, 
Asia, or Europe 

 Compare historical chronologies of 
events in two or more civilizations 
in China, Persia, Egypt, Mexico, 
South America, Central America, 
Greece, Italy, Ghana, Mali etc.  
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III.  WORLD 
HISTORY  

C.  Famous 
People in 
World 
History 

The student will 
recognize 
individuals or 
groups that have 
shaped the world 

Students will become familiar with 
people who have made cultural 
(scientific, artistic, literary, and 
industrial) contributions to world 
history, and analyze the significance of 
their contributions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Select particular artists and 
scientists who have made 
significant contributions to world 
history, have students learn about 
them, place their lives in historical 
context, and post on yearlong VIP 
in our W (Very Important People 
in Our World) display:  
Michelangelo, Johann Gutenberg, 
William Shakespeare, Mahatma 
Ghandi, Nelson Mandela, Alfred 
Schweitzer.   

 
IV. 
HISTORICAL 
SKILLS 

A. Concepts 
of Time 

The student will 
demonstrate 
chronological 
thinking.   

 Students will define and use terms for 
concepts of historical time.   

 Students will place events in 
chronological order and construct 
timelines.  

 Reinforce concepts of century and 
millennium, BC and AD, and 
construct class timeline on which 
to place events read about and 
studied.  

 Have students make timelines of 
the history of Minneapolis.  

IV. 
HISTORICAL 
SKILLS 

B. Historical 
Resources 

The student will 
understand that 
we can learn 
about the past 
from different 
sorts of evidence. 

 Students will compare different kinds 
of historical sources and describe the 
different sorts of information the 
sources provide. 

 Students will learn about the history 
of Minneapolis by using primary 
sources such as photos, maps, 
journals, oral histories etc.   

  

 Explore the concept of historical 
evidence and the various forms in 
which it can be found. Example: 
Bring in historical artifacts and 
have students make inferences 
about their use, production, time 
period, etc. Pursue further sources 
to determine the validity of their 
inferences. What can they learn 
about the artifacts through 
newspapers? Photographs? 
Interviewing “experts”? Diaries or 
journals?    
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V. 
GEOGRAPHY 

A. Concepts 
of Location 

The student will use 
directional and 
positional words to 
locate and describe 
people, places and 
things. 

 
 Students will use maps and globes to 

locate places referenced in stories 
and real life situations.  

 Students will explain that an address 
locates a specific place.  

 Students will name and use 
directional words to describe 
locations of places in the school and 
community. Students will locate 
places by using simple maps, and 
understand that maps are drawings of 
locations and places as viewed from 
above.   

 Students will use the equator and 
poles as reference points to describe 
locations.  

 Students will compare distances 
between two or more places shown 
on a map with simple terms, such as 
farther and closer.  

  
 Students will keep a personal atlas 

locating all places referenced in 
stories, and all local, national and 
international events discussed in 
class. 

 Introduce latitude and longitude as 
a global extension of address.  
Find, on city maps, where the 
street “0” is on a north and south 
axis as well as east and west:  
Washington Avenue separates 
north and south; Nicollet Avenue 
separates east and west 

 Point to or mark United States, 
Minnesota, Europe, and Africa on 
map of the world and globe and 
discuss location’s relationship to 
the poles and the equator 

 Determine which is farther from 
Minnesota: Texas or Alaska 

V. 
GEOGRAPHY 

A. Concepts 
of Location 

The student will 
demonstrate 
working 
knowledge of the 
cardinal 
directions. 

 Students will use cardinal and 
intermediate directions to locate 
places.   

 Students will describe the 
directional relationships between 
home and places studied (N, NE, 
E, SE, S, SW, W, NW) 

Notes 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
MPS Grade 3 Social Studies        6 

 
V. 
GEOGRAPHY 

B. Maps and 
Globes 

The student will 
use and create 
maps and globes 
to locate people, 
places and things. 

 Students will recognize and locate 
the outline shape of the state of 
Minnesota on a map/globe. 3 

 Students will create and interpret 
simple maps using the map elements 
of title, direction, symbols, and a 
map key or legend. 

 Students will locate the continents 
and oceans on a map of the world 
and a globe.  

 Students will recognize the outline 
shapes of countries and locate 
cultures and civilizations studied in 
history.  

 Point to or mark Minnesota on a 
political map of the United States; 
also locate it on a physical map of 
North America, locating it in 
reference to the Minnesota and 
Mississippi Rivers, Lake Superior 
etc.  

 Make a map to illustrate a topic in 
history or a story from the reading 
curriculum using map elements of 
title, direction, and map key or 
legend    

 Construct a globe and place on it 
continents and oceans and “cool” 
and significant information they 
have learned about each 

 Have student locate all countries, 
cultures, civilizations, (settings) 
they encounter in third grade  

V. 
GEOGRAPHY 

B. Maps and 
Globes 

The student will 
use maps and 
globes to 
demonstrate 
specific 
geographical 
knowledge. 

 Students will locate on a map the 
major world countries, states and 
major cities of the United States.   

 Students will use an atlas to locate 
geographic information.  

 Locate and label: (1) major 
countries and cities of the world, 
(2) those they study in all grade 
three curriculum, and (3) those 
currently “in the news” 

 Students will begin to use atlases 
and latitude/longitude coordinates 
to find specific locations (including 
those listed above) 

Notes 
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V. 
GEOGRAPHY 

C. Physical 
Features and 
Processes 

The student will 
distinguish 
between physical 
and human-made 
features of places 
on the Earth’s 
surface.  

 Students will name and locate 
physical features of the United 
States, including places about which 
they have read.  

 Students will name and locate major 
human-made features of the United 
States, including features about 
which they have read.   

 Locate and name physical features 
of the United States and begin to 
discuss how life differs from one 
region to the next – desert v 
mountainous, coastal, plains, 
island, etc. 

 Major cities in U.S., capitals of 
Minnesota and surrounding states, 
the St. Louis Arch, the Sears 
Building, the Halls of Fame 
located in North America, and 
features about which they have 
read 

V. 
GEOGRAPHY 

C. Physical 
Features and 
Processes 

The student will 
identify specific 
landforms and 
waterways on a 
map using 
geographical 
terms. 

 Students will locate major river 
systems and mountain ranges on 
continents studied.   

 Students will explain and use 
introductory geographical terms.   

 Using an unlabeled physical map 
of the earth that includes river 
systems and mountains, have 
students predict where major cities 
would logically be located.  
Compare with real locations.   

 Students will write descriptions of 
continents or countries using 
geographical terms 

Notes 
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VI. 
ECONOMICS 

A. 
Economic 
Choices 

The student will 
understand that 
economic choices 
are necessary in 
life. 

 Students will identify the difference 
between basic needs (food, clothing, 
and shelter) and wants (things people 
would like to have).  

 Students will explain that money can 
be used to buy goods and services.  

 Students will understand and explain 
that the concept of scarcity means 
that one cannot have all the goods 
and services that one wants. 

 Students will give examples of 
tradeoffs (opportunity costs).  

 Students will understand and explain 
that as producers they can earn 
money (income) that can be spent or 
saved as they choose.  

 Using a picture/photo of a family 
in a house/home, have students 
categorize items they see as 
related to wants and needs  

 Students, over a week’s time, 
categorize purchases made by 
their families as either goods or 
service.   

 Have students plan to purchase 
something(s) (individually or 
collectively) and only later 
introduce a budget.  Students 
revise plan based on scarcity of 
resources 

 Once introduced to the concept of 
tradeoffs/opportunity costs, have 
students generate real or 
hypothetical tradeoff situations.  (I 
have $10.  My friend asked me to 
go to a move with him/her AND it 
is my mother’s birthday and the 
book she would like costs $9.97.  
If I choose the gift for Mom, my 
opportunity cost is………….)   

 Construct written scenarios where 
they use economic vocabulary to 
describe the situation: producers, 
consumers, income, earnings, 
savings, opportunity cost, 
scarcity, etc.   
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VI. 
ECONOMICS 

B. Producers 
and 
Consumers 

The student will 
understand the 
relationship 
between 
producers and 
consumers in 
regard to goods 
and services. 

 Students will distinguish between 
producers and consumers and 
between goods and services 

 Students will recognize and explain 
that natural resources, human 
resources, and human-made 
resources (tools and technology) are 
used in the production of goods and 
services 

 

 A farmer produces food/goods; 
restaurants deliver both 
goods/food and the service of 
preparing and serving.  Discuss 
lots of similar examples.    

 Have the students think about all 
the steps in creation of a product 
and then categorize “material 
used” in the process as natural, 
human, or human-made.   

 Repeat above process for the 
components of a service such as 
UPS package delivery, a 
plumbing service, a utility service, 
etc.   

Notes 
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VII. 
GOVERNMENT 
AND 
CITIZENSHIP 

A. Civic 
Values, 
Skills, 
Rights and 
Responsibili
ties  

The student will 
describe civic values, 
rights and 
responsibilities in a 
republic.  

 Students will demonstrate 
knowledge of civic values 
that facilitate thoughtful and 
effective participation in 
civic life.  

 Students will explain the 
rights and responsibilities of 
people living in a 
democracy, including the 
principle of majority rule 
and minority rights.  

 Students explore meaning of the 
word civic (of or pertaining to city; 
of or pertaining to citizenship) and 
civil (see a dictionary definition).  
What then might be civic values, 
civic life, and what values would 
“facilitate thoughtful and effective 
participation in civic life”?  What 
behaviors would a person who 
believed in civic values practice?  

 As citizens in a republic such as the 
United States, what rights and 
responsibilities are granted to 
citizens?  From where did these 
rights come?  In what documents are 
they written?  Introduce students to 
the following: Inalienable rights to 
life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness; freedom of speech, right 
to vote, right to run for office, 
freedom of religion, right to be 
treated fairly, respect the rights and 
property of others, obey rules and 
laws, be informed, care for your 
community know your rights, take 
care of yourself and family  

Notes 
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VII. 
GOVERNMENT 
AND 
CITIZENSHIP 

B. Beliefs 
and 
Principles of 
United 
States 
Democracy  

The student will 
understand the role of 
government, rules, and 
law and why we have 
them.   

 Students will give examples 
of rules in the 
classroom/school and 
community, provide reasons 
for the specific rules, and 
know the characteristics of 
good rules.   

 Students will explain that 
rules and laws apply to 
everyone and describe 
consequences for breaking 
the rules or laws.  

 Students will know that the 
United States and the State 
of Minnesota each have a 
constitution that outlines the 
rules for government.  

 A republic is a FORM of 
government.  For what reason do 
people create governments?  What 
makes a government a “good” 
government?  What is the 
relationship between government 
and laws?  What makes a “good” 
law?   

 Have students respond to the quote: 
“Justice is due to all without regard 
to numbers, wealth or rank.”  
Discuss relationship of justice to 
rules and laws.  How does justice 
relate to both victims and those who 
break the law?  

 The Constitution is a written plan 
that creates, organizes, and describes 
what government does.  Our nation 
and our state both have 
Constitutions.  Any group can create 
a constitution that creates, organizes 
and describes the rules and laws that 
will govern that group.  In creating a 
constitution for a group, as a 
member of that group, what 
concerns might I have about who 
writes it, how it is written, and how 
is it approved?   

Notes 
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VII. 
GOVERNMENT 
AND 
CITIZENSHIP 

B. Beliefs 
and 
Principles of 
United 
States 
Democracy  

The student will know 
key symbols, songs and 
locations that represent 
our nation and state.  

 Students will recognize the 
symbols, songs, locations 
that uniquely identify our 
nation.   

 Students will recognize 
symbols that are significant 
for the state of Minnesota.  

 Students will describe key 
national holidays and 
explain why people 
celebrate them. 

 Research the stories behind the 
following:  creation of the U.S. flag, 
history of the Pledge of Allegiance, 
significance of Independence Day, 
the choice of the bald eagle as 
national bird, and the story of the 
Statue of Liberty   

 The state flag, flower, quarter dollar, 
and bird, 10,000 lakes,     

 Memorial Day, Flag Day, Veterans’ 
Day, Labor Day, and Presidents’ 
Day, Martin Luther King Jr.Day 

VII. 
GOVERNMENT 
AND 
CITIZENSHIP 

C. Roots of 
the Republic 

The student will become 
familiar with statesmen 
and their leadership and 
guidance of the republic 

 Students will identify the 
roles played by significant 
statesmen including 
presidents George 
Washington and Abraham 
Lincoln. 

      

 Role of Thomas Jefferson in writing 
Declaration of Independence; 
Benjamin Franklin, John and Abigail 
Adams 

VII. 
GOVERNMENT 
AND 
CITIZENSHIP 

D. 
Government
al 
Institutions 
and 
Processes of 
the United 
States 

The student will know 
basic functions of 
government. 

 Students will describe 
examples of specific 
services provided by 
government.   

 Students will name people 
involved in past and current 
national and state 
government.  

 Past and current local and 
community leaders.  Mayor 
of Mpls and City Council 
members 

 Students will participate in 
the Kids Voting program – 
curriculum and actual 
voting   

 Police and fire protection, 
snowplowing, community parks, 
schools,   

 George Washington, Abraham 
Lincoln, current government and 
community leaders, firefighters, 
police officers 

 One possible inquiry – the 
significance of the names of many of 
our MPS schools:  Who was Mary 
McLeod Bethune, Lucy Craft Laney, 
Floyd Olson, Alexander Ramsey, 
Nellie Stone Johnson?  Who is this 
guy The Dome and the airport are 
named after?   
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VII. 
HISTORY 
OF MPLS 

E.   
History of 
the city of 
Minneapolis 

The student will be able 
to construct an 
annotated timeline 
documenting major 
changes over time - 
from indigenous 
settlement to modern 
industrial city. 

 Students will be able to 
describe geographic features 
that made this a desirable 
site for a city: confluence of 
rivers, natural resources 
(lumber, fur-bearing 
animals, waterfalls), 
climate, indigenous trade 
routes and established 
markets.  

 Can identify the role of 
lumber, grain, furs, 
steamboat and barge 
transport in the development 
of the city.   

 Know how technological 
advances affected the 
growth of the city. 

 Identify ways in which 
migration- intra- and extra-
continental, affected the 
growth and character of 
Minneapolis.   

 A well-prepared-for trip to Mill City 
Museum can give students a great 
deal of this information and will 
present it in a way that will be truly 
“learned”.    

Notes 
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