
 
Grade One Social Studies Standards              Page 1 

 

GRADE ONE– Social Studies Standards 
 

A Child’s Place, Harcourt Brace Social Studies, Grade One 
 
Vocabulary: address, apartment, bar graph, calendar, celebrate, change, choice, citizen, city, communication, community, continent, 
country, diagram, direction, factory, family, farm, flag, forest, friends, globe, goods, group, hero, hill, history, holiday, job, lake, language, 
law, leader, learn, map, map key, money, mountain, needs, neighborhood, ocean, pictograph, plain, planet, post office, President, recycle, 
resource, river, rule, school, season, services, shelter, state, symbol, table, teacher, time line, transportation, vote, wants, world. 
 
Strand Sub-Strand Standards Benchmarks Examples  

I. U.S. 
HISTORY 

A. Family Life 
Today and In 
The Past 

The student will 
understand how 
families live today 
and in earlier times, 
recognizing that 
some aspects change 
over time while 
others stay the same. 

 Students will compare family life in his 
or her community from earlier times and 
today.    

 

 Discuss and compare family life during 
colonial times and their lives today 

 Transportation methods (canoes, covered 
wagons, cars, planes), communication 
methods (oral traditions, letters, cell phones, 
computers) 

Harcourt Brace, Schools Long Ago, 22-
25 
Harcourt Brace, Getting From Here to 
There, 106-109 

III.  WORLD 
HISTORY  

A.  Family Life 
Today and in 
the Past 

The student will 
understand how 
families live today 
and in earlier times, 
recognizing that 
some aspects change 
over time while 
others stay the same. 

 Students will compare family life in their 
own communities from earlier times and 
today. .     

 Students will compare technologies from 
earlier times and today, and identify the 
impact of invention on historical change. 

 Using a HM selection, students compare their 
family life with family life of a culture from a 
distant time and/or place   

 Discuss ways in which transportation methods 
(canoes, covered wagons, cars, planes) and 
communication methods (oral traditions, 
letters, cell phones, computers) have changed 
over time and what has been the impact of 
such changes.. 

III.  WORLD 
HISTORY  

C.  Famous 
People in World 
History 

The student will 
recognize 
individuals or 
groups that have 
shaped the world 

 Students will become familiar with 
people who have made cultural 
(scientific, artistic, literary, and 
industrial) contributions to world history, 
and analyze the significance of their 
contributions. 

 

 Choose people related to HM text selections, 
biographies in leveled readers, and/or people 
who have “changed the world” you are 
interested in.  Learn about them and start a 
Hall of Fame wall with pictures, time lines, 
maps noting where each lived and traveled to, 
etc.  
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IV. 
HISTORICAL 
SKILLS 

A. Concepts of 
Time 

The student will 
demonstrate 
chronological 
thinking.   

 Students will define and use terms for 
concepts of historical time.   

 Students will place events in 
chronological order and construct 
timelines.   

 Make time lines depicting “Long, long ago,” recent 
past, present and future; days of the week, months 
of the year, seasons 

 Visual or graphic representations of their own life 
histories and of the topics studied 

IV. 
HISTORICAL 
SKILLS 

B. Historical 
Resources 

The student will 
understand that 
we can learn about 
the past from 
different sorts of 
evidence. 

 Students will compare different kinds 
of historical sources and describe the 
different sorts of information the 
sources provide. 

 

 Learn about the past from historical sources: oral 
traditions, maps, songs, clothing and furntiture 

Families Long Ago, A Thanksgiving Story, Harcourt 
Brace Social Studies, p.66-69.  Pilgrim artifacts on 
page 70 and 71 

V. 
GEOGRAPHY 

A. Concepts of 
Location 

The student will 
use directional and 
positional words 
to locate and 
describe people, 
places and things. 

 Students will describe the location of 
people, places and things by using 
positional words.   

 Students will use maps and globes to 
locate places referenced in stories and 
real life situations.  

 Students will explain that an address 
locates a specific place.  

 Students will name and use directional 
words to describe locations of places 
in the school and community.  

 Near/far, above/below, left/right, behind/in front, 
high/low 

 Locate settings of stories/literature on maps of 
nation, world, etc.  

 Room numbers within school-linear and vertical 
progressions; Take a walk to note house numbers 
and street signs – note correlation/organizational 
schema   

Harcourt Brace, Find a Home Address on a 
Map, page 48and 49  
 Introduce cardinal directions and compass rose. 

Practice directions from school as home base  
V. 
GEOGRAPHY 

B. Maps and 
Globes 

The student will 
use and create 
maps and globes 
to locate people, 
places and things. 

 Students will locate places by using 
simple maps, and understand that maps 
are drawings of locations and places as 
viewed from above.   3 

 Students will locate the continents and 
oceans on a map of the world and a 
globe.   

 Students will recognize the outline 
shape of the contiguous United States.  

 Find their desk in a map of their classroom 
Harcourt Brace, Learn from a Picture and 
a Map, pp 16-21 
Harcourt Brace, Atlas at the beginning of 
book, continents and U.S. map 
 Introduced to the continents and the oceans 
 Identify the U.S. in a map that includes Canada 

and Mexico 

V. 
GEOGRAPHY 

C. Physical 
Features and 
Processes 

The student will 
distinguish 
between physical 
and human-made 
features of places 
on the Earth’s 
surface.  

 Students will name and locate physical 
features of the United States, including 
places about which they have read.  

 

 Introduce concepts of mountain, mountain range, 
river, desert, plains, etc.  

 Locate on map of US all stories that are set in this 
country  
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V. 
GEOGRAPHY 

C. Physical 
Features and 
Processes 

The student will 
identify specific 
landforms and 
waterways on a 
map using 
geographical 
terms. 

 Students will recognize how rivers and 
river systems are designated on maps 

 Students will explain and use 
introductory geographical terms.   

 Know differences between a river and a lake, and 
a lake and on ocean 

 Students make landforms out of clay, take pictures 
of them, and turn pictures into maps. (Hill, lake, 
mountain, ocean, plain, river. Concept of 
watershed – water running downhill.) 

VI. 
ECONOMICS 

A. Economic 
Choices 

The student will 
understand that 
economic choices 
are necessary in 
life. 

 Students will identify the difference 
between basic needs (food, clothing, 
and shelter) and wants (things people 
would like to have).   

 Students will explain that money can 
be used to buy goods and services.  

 

 Students generate list of items from a newspaper 
section/catalog and classify by needs and wants  

 Shopping simulations where students spend $$ on 
both goods and services.   

Houghton Mifflin. Going Shopping, 
Leveled Reader 
Harcourt Brace, Trading goods and 
Services, pp 102 105 

VII. 
GOVERNMEN
T AND 
CITIZENSHIP 

A. Civic 
Values, Skills, 
Rights and 
Responsibilitie
s  

The student will 
describe civic 
values, rights and 
responsibilities in 
a republic.  

 Students will demonstrate knowledge 
of civic values that facilitate thoughtful 
and effective participation in civic life.  

 

 Topics covered in “morning meeting” or “circle”: 
the right to be treated fairly, respect the rights and 
property of others, obey rules and laws, care for 
your community, work hard, take care of yourself 
and family  

 Harcourt Brace, Unit 1, School Days, 
pp 6-34 

VII. 
GOVERNMEN
T AND 
CITIZENSHIP 

B. Beliefs and 
Principles of 
United States 
Democracy  

The student will 
understand the 
role of 
government, rules, 
and law and why 
we have them.   

 Students will give examples of rules in 
the classroom/school and community, 
provide reasons for the specific rules, 
and know the characteristics of good 
rules.    

 Students will explain that rules and 
laws apply to everyone and describe 
consequences for breaking the rules or 
laws.  

 Students discuss reasons for rules and why most 
rules include consequences for breaking rules.  
Discuss the difference between “good” rules and 
“bad” rules.   

Harcourt Brace, Unit 1, School Days, pp 
6-34 

VII. 
GOVERNMEN
T AND 
CITIZENSHIP 

B. Beliefs and 
Principles of 
United States 
Democracy  

The student will 
know key 
symbols, songs 
and locations that 
represent our 
nation and state.  

 Students will recognize the symbols, 
songs, locations that uniquely identify 
our nation 

 Students will describe key national 
holidays and explain why people 
celebrate them 

 Students will learn the meaning and importance of: 
the Pledge of Allegiance, Independence Day,  the 
Statue of Liberty, America the Beautiful,     

Harcourt Brace, The Pledge of Allegiance, 
p 160 
Independence Day, 172 
“ America the Beautiful ”, p 180 
We Saved a Statue, 190 
Mount Rushmore, SS Leveled Readers 
Independence Hall, America’s Birthplace, 
Leveled Reader  
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